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HIGHLIGHTS 
February 13 - 19, 2005 


Highlights provided by USDA/WAOB 


Sie weather persisted in the 
Southwest— including southern California and the 
southern Great Basin—for much of the week, but 
late-week rainfall intensification caused renewed flash 
flooding and mudslides. Farther north, unfavorably dry 
conditions continued in the Northwest, where drought 
concerns mounted due to meager mountain snowpacks and 
diminishing soil moisture reserves. In addition, cool 
weather settled into the Northwest, holding weekly 
temperatures more than 10°F below normal in a few interior 
valley locations. Dry weather also prevailed on the 
northern Plains, where winter wheat-related concerns 


included soil moisture shortages and the lack of a protective 
(Continued on page 7) 
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Water Supply Forecast for the Western United States 











Highlights SNOTEL — River Basin Snow Water Content 





The contrast between Northwestern Basin Average Snow Hater Content. ( % of Average.) 


dryness and Southwestern wetness 
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On February 22, 2005, the 
snowpack map reflected below- 
average snowpacks across the 
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Northwest and above-average 
snowpacks in California, the 
Southwest, and much of the Great 
Basin (figure 1). Basin-average 
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low in the Pacific Northwest, 
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Washington and northern Oregon 
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higher values across the southern half of the 
West (figure 2). While precipitation 
averaged less than 75 percent of normal in 
much of Washington, Oregon, Idaho, 
Montana, and northwestern Wyoming, totals 
were at least 150 percent of normal in 
several basins from central and southern 
Nevada eastward into the Four Comers 
States. 


Spring and Summer 
Streamflow Forecasts 


As of February 1, 2005, sharply contrasting 
spring and summer streamflow forecasts 
were evident across the West (figure 3). 
Streamflows were forecast to total generally 
50 to 70 percent of average in the 
Northwest, including much of Washington, 
Oregon, Idaho, western Montana, and 
northwestern Wyoming. Meanwhile, spring 
and summer streamflows were forecast to 
total at least 150 percent of average in parts 
of Utah, Arizona, eastern Nevada, 
southwestern Colorado, and northern and 
western New Mexico. Mostly near- to 
above-average streamflows (90 to 130 
percent of average) were expected elsewhere 
in the southern half of the West. 


Reservoir Storage 


As of February 1, 2005, reservoir storage in 
Nevada, New Mexico, and Utah was 
significantly below historic averages for this 
time of year (figure 4), reflecting the effects 
of long-term drought. |Below-average 
storage was also observed in all other 
Western States except Washington, where 
above-average storage was attributable in 
part to increasing storage in anticipation of 
limited spring and summer runoff. 


For More Information 


The National Water and Climate Center 
Homepage provides the latest available 
snowpack and water supply information. 
Please visit: 


http://www.wec.orces.usda.cov 
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Reservoir Storage as of February 1, 2005 
Figure 4 
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U.S. Drought Monitor Fine? 
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U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook 


Through May 2005 
Released February 17, 2005 
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Agricultural Weather Data Compiled by USDA’s Stoneville Field Office 
Weather Data for the Week Ending February 19, 2005 





Data provided by the Mississippi State Delta Research and Extension Center (DREC) 
and the University of Missouri Extension Commercial Agriculture Program. 
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Compiled by USDA/OCE/WAOB’s Stoneville Field Office. * Beasley Lake * Based on 1971-2000 normals. - Sufficient data not available. 
ND = Northern Delta; NE = Northeastern Mississippi; EC = East Central Mississippi; SD = Southern Delta 
NW = Northwest; NC = North Central; NE = Northeast; WC = West Central; C = Central; EC = East Central; SW = Southwest; SE = Southeast. 


Weather and Crop Summary for the Mississippi Delta: The return of warm weather and sunshine allowed fields to sufficiently dry 


for some spring tillage to resume. Additional burn-down applications were made in preparation for spring planting, and fertilizer 
applications began for winter wheat. 








Deits Agricul Weathes Center's 
Weather Statioss — 


Note: For information on the weather stations in the Delta and 
recently added stations elsewhere in the State, please visit: 


http: /Awww.usda.qov/agency/oce/waob/mississippi/MSsites. pdf 
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(Continued from front cover) 
snow cover. In contrast, mild weather 

and abundant moisture reserves | 
maintained generally favorable 

conditions for wheat on the central and 

southern Plains. Farther east, several 

rounds of precipitation affected the 

southern and eastern Corn Belt, 

maintaining soggy conditions in feedlots 

and winter wheat fields. Locally heavy 

precipitation—mostly rain—fell early in 

the week across the upper Midwest, 

followed by some snow at week’s end. 

Precipitation also twice overspread the 

Southeast, boosting moisture reserves in 

preparation for spring planting. 

However, rain again bypassed parts of 
the southern Atlantic region, including 

southern Florida, where irrigation 

demands and the threat of wildfires 

continued to increase. Spring-like 

weather prevailed across much of the nation, boosting 
temperatures to 80°F or higher as far north as Arkansas. During 
the first half of the week, temperatures briefly peaked above 
60°F from Nebraska to Ohio. Weekly readings averaged as 
much as 10°F above normal from the central and southern 
Plains into the western Corn Belt. 





Early in the week, locally heavy rain spread from the Midwest 
into the Northeast. February | 2-13 rainfall reached 2.48 inches 
in Nebraska City, NE, representing one of its wettest winter 
storms on record. Nebraska City’s normal winter (December 
to February) precipitation is 3.17 inches. In the Corn Belt, 
early-week snow was mostly confined to the upper Midwest, 
where Rochester, MN, collected a daily-record total (2.5 
inches) on February 14. Farther east, daily-record rainfall for 
February 14 was measured in locations such as Atlantic City, 
NJ (1.30 inches), and Pittsburgh, PA (0.90 inch). Precipitation 
returned to the Midwest at week’s end, when February 19-20 
snowfall totaled 4.6 inches in Rochester. 


Elsewhere, a slow-moving storm system near the West Coast 
produced occasional showers in California and the Southwest. 
Precipitation intensified on February 18, resulting in daily- 
record totals in locations such as Albuquerque, NM (0.50 inch), 
and Las Vegas, NV (0.41 inch). A day later, rainfall records in 
southern California for February 19 included 2.74 inches in 
Burbank and 1.94 inches in Fullerton. In contrast, dry 
conditions in the Northwest caused large temperature variations 
In the Pacific Northwest, Quillayute, WA, posted consecutive 
daily-record highs (57 and 56°F on February 17 and 18), while 
Olympia, WA (20°F on February 17), and Astoria, OR (27°F 
on February 19), collected daily-record lows. Farther inland, 
daily-record lows on February 17 in Utah dipped to -28°F in 
Randolph and -32°F in Woodruff. Meanwhile, early-season 
warmth across southern Texas resulted in daily-record highs for 
February 14 in locations such as Harlingen (90°F) and 
Brownsville (89°F). 


From October | - February 21, precipitation totaled just 39 
percent of normal in the western Oregon locations of Eugene 


Departure of Average Temperature from Normal (°F) 





FEB 13 - 19, 2005 








C0 mm || 
7 ir | 
LA é an 
{ a 
f € « 
AA f 
ma? (A 
por ese lS 4 
MyM I, 
OF 


CUMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 
Computer generated contours 


Bosed on preliminary dato 


(12.67 inches) and McMinnville (10.71 inches). Dry conditions 
were observed during the same period in southern Florida 
cities of West Palm Beach (5.75 inches, or 29 percent of 
normal) and Naples (4.83 inches, or 31 percent). In fact, less 
rain fell in much of southern Florida during the 144-day period 
than soaked Las Vegas, NV, where the October | - February 21 
total reached 8.48 inches (412 percent of normal). Las Vegas’ 
winter rainfall (starting December 1) climbed to 6.18 inches, 
easily surpassing its December 1992 - February 1993 record of 
5.86 inches. In southern California, meanwhile, San Diego’s 
monthly rainfall topped 4 inches for the fourth time during the 
2004-05 wet season, breaking its 1940-41 record of 3 months. 
San Diego netted 4.98 inches in October, 4.01 inches in 
December, 4.49 inches in January, and 4.52 inches from 
February 1-21. In addition, San Diego’s season-to-date (July | - 
February 21) rainfall total of 18.33 inches (265 percent of 
normal) represented its fifth-highest annual sum on record 
behind 25.97 inches in 1883-84; 24.74 inches in 1940-41; 18.71 
inches in 1977-78; and 18.65 inches in 1921-22. Similarly, July 
| - February 21 rainfall reached 32.51 inches (329 percent of 
normal) in downtown Los Angeles, CA, marking its fifth- 
wettest year behind 1883-84 (38.18 inches), 1889-90 (34.84 
inches); 1977-78 (33.44 inches); and 1940-41 (32.76 inches). 


Mild weather prevailed in Alaska, accompanied by occasional 
rain and snow showers across southern and western parts of 
the State. Weekly temperatures were near normal in 
southeastern Alaska but ranged from 10 to 24°F above normal 
in many central and western locations. Daily-record highs were 
established in several locations, including King Salmon (41°F 
on February 15) and Cold Bay (45°F on February 17). 
Precipitation was especially heavy in western Alaska, where 
February 1-21 amounts reached 5.88 inches (300 percent of 
normal) in Cold Bay and 0.99 inch (283 percent) in Kotzebue, 
where month-to-date snowfall totaled 25.0 inches. Meanwhile, 
locally heavy showers ended early in the week across Hawaii, 
following by a spell of mild, mostly dry weather. On the Big 
Island, Hilo netted a daily-record rainfall total of 3.21 inches on 
February 13 but received only 0.11 inch for the remainder of the 
week. 
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ional Weather Data ft bted Cities 
Weather Data for the Week Ending February 19, 2005 
Data Provided by Climate Prediction Center(301-763-8000, Ext. 7503) 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending February 19, 2005 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending February 19, 2005 
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National Agricultural Summary 





February 14 - 20, 2005 
Weekly National Agricultural Summary provided by USDA/NASS 





HIGHLIGHTS 


Above-normal temperatures again prevailed 
across most of the Nation, with only the Pacific 
Northwest and the northern Rocky Mountains 
seeing below-normal temperatures. Storms 
caused more flooding in southern California but 
were beneficial in other areas of the Southwest. 
Dry conditions prevailed in the winter wheat 
areas of the Pacific Northwest, where lack of 
snow cover remained a concern for growers. 
Farther east, snowfall in the northern Great 
Plains missed most of the winter wheat areas, 
leaving the crop exposed to arctic air expected 
to push south from Canada this week. Light to 
moderate precipitation, including some snow, 
fell across the Corn Belt and Ohio Valley where 
soggy conditions and heaving soils remained a 
problem. Conditions were dry along the 
southern Atlantic Coast, favoring field 
preparation but causing moisture shortages in 





the region. Light to moderate precipitation 
prevailed elsewhere in the Southeast, 
increasing soil moisture reserves. 


Fieldwork progressed normally in Florida under 
dry conditions. Sugarcane, citrus, and 
vegetable harvest was active, as was land 
preparation for summer crops. Georgia growers 
were also busy with land preparation and other 
pre-planting activities. The cotton harvest 
continued in Texas but remained incomplete as 
some areas were too wet for fieldwork. In 
Arizona, 95 percent of the durum wheat and 
barley acreage had emerged, while harvest of 
citrus and vegetables was active. Rainfall in 
California slowed fieldwork, but citrus and 
vegetable harvest progressed in areas where 
weather allowed. 
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__ International Weather and Crop Summary 





February 13 - 19, 2005 
international Weather and Crop Highlights and Summaries provided hy USDA/WAOB 


FSU-WESTERN: Unsettled weather brought milder air and 
widespread precipitation to most winter grain areas. 


EUROPE: Dry weather increased moisture deficits in the 
Iberian Peninsula. 


EASTERN ASIA: Unseasonably cold weather persisted in 
China, while showers continued to increase moisture levels in 
the south. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Showers were seasonably heavy in rice 
areas of Indonesia, while hot weather continued to diminish 
itrigation supplies in Indochina. 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Dry weather returned to 


Morocco’s central and western wheat areas. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 





SOUTH AFRICA: Widespread, locally heavy rain benetited 


reproductive to filling corn and other summer crops. 


AUSTRALIA: Mostly dry weather in southern Queensland 
increased irrigation requirements for reproductive summer 
crops, while showers in northern New South Wales favored 
cotton and sorghum development. 


MIDDLE EAST: Rain increased moisture supplies tor winter 
wheat in western Turkey. 


BRAZIL: Unseasonable dryness persisted throughout the 
south, maintaining stress on crops in Rio Grande do Sul. 


ARGENTINA: Rain benefited immature summer crops in 
central Argentina, but drier weather returned to most northern 
and eastern crop areas. 
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FSU-WESTERN 
Unsettted weather brought milder air and widespread precipitation to 
most of the region. The greatest amounts of precipitation (19-40 mm or 
more) fell in Ukraine, Belarus, and central Russia (Central Region, 
western Volya Region, and the northern tip of the Southern Region). In 
southern and eastem Ukraine and the southem portion of the Central 
Region, most of the precipitation fell as rain, reducing the snowpack. By 
week's end, snow tumed to light rain (10-25 mm or more of liquid 
equivalent) in castern Belarus and the Central Region in Russia. Prior to 
the warming trend, bitterly cold weather (-15 degrees C or lower) 
extended as far south as eastern Ukraine aad the northern portion of the 
Southern Region. A moderate to deep snow cover in these areas provided 
protection against the bitter cold. Temperatures quickly rose to above 
treezing as the week progressed, with many locations in these same areas 
reporting maximum temperatures ranging from 2 to 10 degrees C by 
week's end. Weekly temperatures averaged 1 to 3 degrees C above 
normal in Belanis and northern Russia, and 2 to 6 degrees C above normal 
in Ukraine and the Southern Region in Russia. [n January, overwintering 
conditions continued favorable for winter grains throughout mest of the 
former USSR. Temperatures averaged 2 to 5 degrees C above normal in 
Ukraine, Russia, and Belarus. 





Near- to above-normal precipitation in 


most areas increased potential moisture reserves. Major winter wheat areas in Ukraine and the Southern Region in Russia remained snow-tree during 


most of the month. The combination of unseasonably mild weather along with 


a lack of snow cover in these areas caused winter wheat to lose some 


winter hardiness. Farther north, a moderate to deep snow cover persisted in winter grain areas in northern Russia (the northern portion of the Central 
Region and the Valga Region. On about January 26, bitter cold air from Siberia began spreading gradually westward across the region, ending the 
unusually mild weather that had persisted since the middle of December. Simultaneously, a series of storms from the Mediterranean spread moderat 

tv heavy snow across Ukraine, Belarus, and parts of Russia (Central Region and the northem tip of the Southern Region), providing a fresh protective 
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| EUROPE = : 
A stationary storm maintained wet weather across “much of the 
continent, although unfavorable ee prevaiied in the Iberian 
Peninsula. Moderate to heavy snow (25-40 mm of liquid equivalent) 
blanketed winter wheat areas of centrai and eastern Europe, increasing 
topseil moisture reserves while providing a protective cover against 
potential bitter cold. Meanwhile, from Bosnia southward into Greece 
and southern Italy, locally heavy rain (50-140 mm) maintained 
adequate to abundant topsoil moisture while causing local flooding. 
Conversely, dry weather continued in the [berian Peninsula, where rain 
will be necessary over the next several weeks to ensure adequate 
moisture for greening winter wheat and spring-sown summer crops. 
Temperatures averaged 3 to S$ degrees C below normal across central 
and western Europe, although nighttime lows remained above the 
threshold for winterkill. Etsewhere, dry weather increased short-term 
moisture deficits in southern France and northern Italy, while periods ot 
rain and snow (10-25 mm of liquid equivalent) persisted in the Benetux 
Counties. During January, unseasonable dryness in ~ Therian 
Peninsula stressed vegetative winter grains, while wet weather from 
central France eastward into Germany and Poland provided favorable 
conditions for overwintering crops. Below-norma! temperatures in the 
Iberian Peninsula reduced moisture demands on drought-stressed 
“euroPe)\¢ TaN § SE 4 witter grains, although freeze-related damage was reported in citrus 
THal Precipitati¢n (mm) > ; and vegetable growing areas in the central and western Mediterranean 
FEB 13 - $9, 2005 € Coast. Warmer-than-normal weather prevailed across northern and 
eastern Europe. 
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_ EASTERN ASIA 3) 

Throughout China, temper ‘atures remained | to 5 degrees C below 

normal, with minimum temperatures dropping below -10 degrees C in 

parts of the North China Plain. Despite patchy snow cover, winter 

wheat was well hardened and able to withstand the cold weather. Light 

snow {1-25 mm of liquid equivalent) covered the northern winter wheat 

areas, while heavy showers (50-100 mm or more) feil south of the 

Yangtze Valley. The heavy showers in the south boosted moisture 

F , supplies for are spring planting and eased severe dryness in the 
Vacca - He y southern and southeastern provinces. Above-normal rainfall in South 
exnad aia oy 





‘ ai r Korea and most of Japan increased moisture supplies as spring planting 
_ <r nears. In January, several cold outbreaks overspread winter wheat areas 
; on the North China Plain. Despite patchy to non-existent snow cover, 
winter wheat was generally unaffected as temperatures remained above 
the threshold for potential winterkill. Above-normal precipitation south 
of the Yangtze Valley provided additional moisture to irrigated winter 

rapeseed and generally increased soil moisture. 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA sieseseeoreee 
In Indonesia, monsoon showers (50-100 mm) maintained moisture 
supplies for heading to maturing rice in Java, while below-normal 
rainfall in Sumatra maintained unfavorably dry conditions for oil palm. 
In the Philippines, resurgent easterly winds brought normal rainfall to 
east-central areas. Temperatures in Indochina continued to be | to 
3 degrees C above norma!, with maximum temperatures exceeding 
35 degrees C. The unseasonably high temperatures reduced limited 
irrigation supplies. In January, rainfall was near normal for rice in 
western Java, Indonesia, while below-normal showers in the east 
teduced moisture supplies. Throughout most of Sumatra, near- to 
above-normal showers maintained moisture supplies for oil palm. 
Near- to below-normal precipitation reduced moisture supphes for oil 
palin in Malaysia. 
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Dry weather in Morocco and western Alperia contrasted with 
persistent wetness in Tunisia and eastern Algeria. After last week's 
welcomed reprieve, dry weather returned to western and southern 
Morocco, reducing moisture reserves for vegetative winter grains. 
However, temperatures averaged 3 to 5 degrees C below normal, 
reducing crop moisture demands. Farther east, another round of 
moderate to heavy rain (35-135 mm) in northeastern Algeria and 
northem Tunisia maintained adequate to abundant moisture supplies 
[n January, a second consecutive month of below-normal precipitation 
in Morocco increased moisture deficits in winter grain areas, while 
persistent wet, cold weather in Algeria and Tunisia provided generally 
favorable conditions for vegetative winter craps 
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SOUTH AFRICA Ss 

Late-week showers (!0-50 mm or more) benefited repri oductive to 
filling summer crops over recently dry sections of the corn belt (notably 
North West, Free State, and southwestern Mpumalanga). The rain was 
accompanied by lower temperatures (highs in the lower and middle 
20s degrees C, compared with lower 30s and upper 20s degrees C at the 
beginning of the week), which helped to reduce evapotranspiration rates 
and crop moisture demands. Mostly dry, warmer-than-normal weather 
lingered over the northern and casternmost sections of the corn belt 
(Limpopo and eastern grain areas of Mpumalanga and KwaZulu-Nata}), 
but rain was moving into the region on February 20 eee 
information will be provided in next week's Weekly Weather and Crop 

Bulletin). Showers were also beginning in coastal sugarcane areas of 
KwaZulu- Natal. Elsewhere. moderat e to heavy showers (10-50 mm or 
more) boosted moisture levels in most major growing areas of Northern 
and Eastern Cape. Scattered, mostly light rain (less than 10 mm) fell 
across Western Cape, as seasonal warmth (highs in the middle and upper 
30s degrees C) maintained irrigation requirements of fruits and 
vegetables. In January, widespread, soaking rain was timely for 
reproductive summer crops in most major growing areas, especially in 
previously dry locations of the western corn belt. In addition, near- to 
above-normal temperatures promoted crop development in the absence 
of stvessful heat 
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AUSTRALIA i 
In southern Queensiand, mostly dry, seasonably warm weather reduced 
topsoil moisture and increased irrigation requirements for reproductive 
summer crops. In contrast, scattered showers (3-26 mm) in northern 
New South Wales maintained moisture supplies for cotton and sorghum. 
Temperatures in eastern Australia averaged within approximately 
degree C of normal the entire week, with maximum temperatures in the 
lower to middle 30s degrees C, minimizing heat stress on crops. In 
January, neat- to below-normal precipitation fell across northern New 
South Wales and Queensland. Although soil motsture and irrigation 
supplies were adequate to abundant for summer crop development early 
in the month, the drier weather during January reduced moisture 
suppiies for reproductive summer creps. 


AUSTRALIA 
Percent of Normc! Precipitation 
January 2005 











AUSTRALIA 
Temperature Anomaly (°C) 
Janucry 2005 


NEW ZEALAND 





_ CARINE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA __ 





Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 


February 23, 2005 





to foroan A 
Sapor ARABIA 


(DDLE Yeast): Sf 
To ar Hbnue/ east) (mma) 


/ FEBEB ~ 12, 2005) 
i 3 \ 


EAST} > 


“rag ale bor VA \ 


January 2 


7 pre SAUD! 4RaBlA rf 
MIBOLE tasth—* aoe 


Average Te petaigre Coy aes — 
Jonuery 2005 \. 


A “ss 
CUIMBES PREDICTION CE TER FEU ~——— 


2 MIDDLE EAST 

Persistent rain i in western n Turkey contrasted with warmer, drier weather 
in northwest Iran. A slow-moving storm wiggered locally heavy 
showers (50-160 mm) in winter wheat areas of western Turkey, 
maintaining adequate to abundant moisture supplies while causing local 
flooding. Farther east, rainfall trended lighter, with light-to-moderate 
showers in central Turkey (10-20 mm), giving way to mostly dry 
weather across winter wheat areas of Iran, Syria, and southeastern 
Turkey. In northwest Iran, snow cover minimized the threat of 
winterkill from early-week bitter cold (-24 to -13 degrees C), although 
the recent warming trend melted most of the region’s protective 
snowpack. During January, persistent wetness provided favorable 
conditions for dormant to semi-dormant winter wheat across much of 
the region, although portions of central and southeastem Turkey and 
northem Syna were drier than nermal. 





—oo- at A 507 Top 
PKI A apatin, 4 

“HDL ache 808 
of N Gt Cece Phation 


sons 400 


Janudny-Z0us 





February 23, 2005 


Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 





MEXICO 
Precipitation (mm) 
Janvary 2005 


eSer che 


5 . x 
a a 


GUATEMALA 
MEXICO J _2 HONDURAS 
Average Temperature (°C) 


Jorvary 2005 CUNATE PREDICTION CERTER, NOAA 


vacwic rN AIRED Ie) (ewan) /) 
OCEAN Jolizet « ee _— “Fey AG | 
mgs ed } 2 

Calfoma: Pane } ey eg bitntanh Roo 
. AES 5,3 > ~ } 
v& ‘ 


MEXICO ir Swonoueds | 4 


| Percent of Normal Precipitation 


Jonu ty y 2085 


CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER, 


MEXICO 
Tempercture Anomaly (°C} 
Januery 2005 _ CLIMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 





BRAZIL 
Total Precipiiation {mm) 
FEB 13 - 19, 2005 


100 


. 50 
“ye "I “BOLIWIA 


Peaneuna d= At; fr 
Cor dobo; y ren 


a 
Sines. 
> Son's Ri. 
aa elt, \" 95 
Tinie! ‘al Cutie 
—_— x ee 


CUMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 


BRAZIL 





Unseasonable warmth and dryness continued todom: nate much of the 


south, with most tocations as far north as southeastern Mato Grosso 
recording less than 10 mm, In Riv Grande do Sul, the dryness and 
subsequent summer heat (highs in the lower and middle 30s degrees 
C) maintained stress on immature soybeans and fostered additional 
downward pressure on yield potential. Elsewhere in the south, 
however, soybeans were farther along in development and conditions 
helped to accelerate maturation and promote harvesting. Farther 
north, locally heavy showers (25-100 mm or more) covered a broad 
section of the northeastern interior, including previously dry locations 
in soybean areas in western Bahia. Lighter showers (10-25 mm or 
more) continued in sugarcane areas along the northeastern coast. 
According to independent sources within Brazil, soybeans were 
7 percent harvested nationally as of February 18. In Mato Grosso, 
Brazil’s leading soybean producer, crops were 21 percent harvested 
compared with 12 percent Jast year. In January, conditions were 
overall faverable for reproductive to filling soybeans in most major 
growing areas. The exception was Rie Grande de Sul, where January 
dryness contributed to the current situation of unfavorably low soil 
moisture and reduced yield potential. 
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Light to moderate showers (10-50 mm or more} covered much of central 
Argentina, maintaining moisture levels for unmature summer grains 
and oilseeds. The heaviest rain (greater than 50 mm) fell in east-central 
Cordoba and southern Buenos Aires. Light showers (10-25 mm or 
more) aiso continued in southern growing areas (southern Cordoba, La 
Pampa, and southwestern Buenos Aires), but above-normal 
temperatures (highs in the lower and middle 30s degrees C) maintained 
high crop moisture demands and rates of growth. Elsewhere, dry 
weather returned to the northern cotton and livestock areas, with above- 
normal temperatures (highs in the upper 30s and lower 40s degrees C} 
fostering high evapotranspiration rates. Dry weather also prevailed in 
Entre Rios and neighboring locations in Santa Fe, but reproductive to 
tilling soybeans and corn benefited trom the increase in sunshine after 
2 weeks of locally heavy rain. Corn harvesting should be underway 
soon, with corn and soybean harvesting usually in full swing by the end 
of March. During January, timely showers maintained generally 
favorable moisture levels for reproductive to filling summer grains and 
oilseeds in central Argentina. However, sub-soil moisture was limited 
for normal summer crep development in northern and southernmost 
growing areas, and the Ministry of Agriculture reported some stress and 
the potentia! for yield reduction in several locations, including northern 
sections of Cordoba. 
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